LEADER GUIDE
Core Convictions
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Men’s League Leader Guide
Session Breakdown
Introduction
Sessions 1: Chapters 1-4*
Session 2: Chapters 5-8*
Session 3: Chapter 9-10
Session 4: Chapter 11-13
Session 5: Chapter 14-15
Session 6: Chapters 16-17
Session 7: Chapters 18-19
Session 8: Chapter 20-21
Session 9: Chapters 22-23
*Coaches must lead these sessions. Following the first two session coaches will have players
assigned to lead the sessions each week.
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Introduction
Introduction:
1. Spend some time in fellowship as a group getting to know each other.
2. Ask for any prayer requests from the group. Spend time in prayer as a group.
3. Give an introduction to the purpose and expectations of Men’s League.
What is the Men’s League about?
Our purpose: To build character
Our verse: “Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” Proverbs 27:17

Our mission statement:
By following the example of Jesus Christ, specifically His model of multiplicative discipleship,
Men’s League of First Baptist Church Millington wishes to further the Kingdom of God by aligning
ourselves to these four principles:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Discipleship
Leadership
Fellowship
Missions

We will grow these principles through studying scripture, leadership development, mentoring new
disciples and fostering accountability, developing a sense of community in relationships among
believers, and serving God through service to our local community and the church.
Our vision: Intentional and Systematic Christian Growth
Let’s spend some time discussing our purpose, mission and vision for Men’s League.
What does it mean to build character?
We build our character which brings about us growing to be more like Christ. This in turn teaches us how
to MAKE DISCIPLES. This is the only imperative in the Great Commission.
The way that you are going to ultimately grow as a disciple is what we learn in Proverbs 27:17, “as iron
sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” The process of discipleship is exactly that, a process. It has
a beginning when we place our faith in Jesus Christ. And it continues on with how we learn to grow in
Christ.
The way in which we have found to group in Christ includes four basic principles:
Men’s and Women’s League structure
1. Discipleship: This is how we learn to study the Bible together.
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2. Leadership Development: This is how we learn to be coached and to eventually coach others in
the process of discipleship.
3. Fellowship: This is when we spend intentional time together as men in community with one
another as we grow.
4. Missions: This is how we learn to serve both in the church and outside the church
Let’s review how each one of these play a role.
I.

Discipleship

We have three focuses for this year that are going to take place in our Bible study time.
Foundation, Leadership, and Daily Living
Foundation: We cover the basics of what it means to be a follower of Christ in our individual groups. We
are challenging each other to learn specific truths and to discuss those in these groups.
Leadership: In this focus we talk about the practices of being a leader as a follower of Christ.
Daily Living: In this focus we are going to talk about what it means to live for Christ on a daily basis.
This will be the most challenging portion of our Bible study focus time.
II.

Leadership

The purpose of us having men to divide into small groups is that one of the blessings of being in these
groups is the opportunity for mentoring. This is something that is needed in each one of our lives that we
do not take advantage of more. So by entering into this small group, you are being open with one
another, you will have discussions that encourage correction and rebuke, and you will learn how to
experience the gift of accountability with one another.
III.

Fellowship

Now if we stopped with just accountability and Bible study, you could have a good Men’s League. But
we want to strive for excellence. One of the ways that we strive for excellence is that we participate in
intentional fellowship.
We want to teach about how fellowship is needed for our men today in the context of God’s Word. We
also want to show a world how men can fellowship and show God’s love to a lost and dying world. The
more that we can grow this bond with one another, the more that we are prepared to encounter a world
that wants to tear us apart.
IV.

Missions

God has called us all to take on the responsibility to serve in His church. There comes a point where we
stop talking about it and we do it. So with that we wanted to make sure that each person gets involved in
at least two service opportunities with an intentional purpose.
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We are going to have specific days set apart to participate in missions. We will have specific days set
aside where we will serve in the community and in the church for Men’s League mission days.
So when you put all these together: discipleship, leadership, fellowship, and missions; we can truly say
that we are participating in making disciples.
Introduction to Core Convictions
Purpose: If I were to ask you “What Do You Believe about the Bible?”, what would you say?
Would you be able to tell me everything about the Bible? Would you be able to tell me why it is
God’s Word and not just an idea concocted by men? Would you be able to tell me why you believe
that Jesus is God’s Son? Why do we struggle so much to understand what we believe and why we
believe it?
Many Christians today would have a difficult time putting into words what they believe and why.
In this study of Core Convictions it explains core Christian beliefs in a very succinct style, making it easy
for people to understand and to explore the biblical basis for each belief statement.
Christians can first explore these core beliefs individually or in a group setting. Most people
benefit from the discussion in a group setting. Those who have experienced the study can then use this
resource to talk with other believers about what they believe and why. Better yet, they can use what
they’ve learned to help them as they share this resource with those who have not yet made the decision to
follow Christ about what we believe and why.
Core Convictions offers an exciting opportunity to explore basic beliefs. In a group setting
members can share what they believe and the source of those beliefs, exploring what the Bible says, and
learning to articulate their core beliefs. So much content is contained in each statement that you’ll have
much to explore in the time allowed for your Men’s League group.
So what will each week look like?
1. Group discussion time. We will review what we studied the prior week and prepare for the
following week.
2. Daily Scripture reading and preparation. You will be asked to read one to two chapters a week
from Core Convictions and have questions to answer regarding Scriptures that are read.
3. Scripture Memorization. There will be Scriptures to memorize as a group together and challenge
in growth.
Close in prayer. Review the assignments for this week.
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Member’s Guide

Week 1- Chapters 1-4
Day 1
1. Read chapter 1, “I Believe in the Bible (Revelation and Inspiration).” Fill in the listening sheet.
What is new to you in this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize 2 Peter 1:21. What does this verse mean to you?

3. Think about what the Bible really means to you.

4. Pray, thanking God for His Holy Word.
5. Read Romans 1:19:20. What do these verses mean to you?

6. What are some ways God reveals Himself to people?

7. Why is the Bible the best, most comprehensive revelation of God to people?

8. Pray, asking God to guide your understanding of His Word throughout this study.

Day 2
1. Read chapter 2, “I Believe in the Bible (Trustworthy).” Fill in the listening sheet. What is new to
you in this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize Luke 16:17. How does this verse apply to you?

3. Think about the ways you have found the Bible to be trustworthy.

4. Thank God for revealing Himself in a trustworthy way.
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5. Continue to work on memorizing Luke 16:17.

6. Review the meanings of the words inerrant and infallible.

7. Which of these characteristics of the Bible is most important to you? Why?
8. Recall the words shared in the session about God’s Word: “These words are true. You can trust
them.” What does that mean to you?

9. Pray, asking God to help you as you memorize His Word.

Day 3
1. Read John 10:35 and Luke 16:17. Who said these words? What do they tell us about the Bible?

2. Repeat Luke 16:17 and recall 2 Peter 1:21 from chapter 1.

3. Do you find the Bible trustworthy? Why or why not?
4. Thank God for the Bible, because its words are true and trustworthy.
5. Read chapter 3, “I Believe in the Bible (Preservation).” Fill in the listening sheet. What is new to
you in this chapter?

6. Read and begin to memorize Psalm 119:11. What does this verse mean?

7. What is significant about the documentary support for biblical manuscripts?

8. Pray, thanking God for preserving His Holy Word.
Day 4
1. Say Psalm 119:11 until you have memorized it. How does this verse apply to you?

2. What do you think about the books canonized to form our Bible? Did the scholars make wise
decisions in their selections? How do you think they did that?
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3. What is the Apocrypha?

4. Pray, thanking God for His guidance with both the writers of Bible books and those who
canonized the Bible.
5. Read chapter 4, “I Believe in the Bible (Authority and Power).” Fill in the listening sheet. What
information is new to you in this chapter?

6. Read and begin to memorize 2 Timothy 3:16. What does this verse mean?
7. What is your personal testimony about the power of God’s Word?

8. Pray for God to reveal the truths of His Word to you so that it becomes increasingly powerful in
your life.
Day 5
1. Continue to work on memorizing 1 Timothy 3:16. How does this verse apply to you?

2. Read Isaiah 55:11. What was God saying here? Is this true today? Is it true in your life?

3. Read Romans 4:12. Is this true today? Is it true in your life? How does it apply to you?

4. Pray, asking God to help you know the power of His Word.

5. Quote 1 Timothy 3:16.
6. What does the Bible do in a person’s life?

7. Why, then, is Bible study so important?

8. Thank God with your own personal reasons for His Holy Word.
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Session 1
Core Convictions Chapters 1–2

I BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE (REVELATION AND INSPIRATION)
I BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE (TRUSTWORTHY)
Before the Session
1. Read the first four chapters of Core Convictions because, even though you will study only the
first two chapters this week, all four are about the Bible. If you read chapters 3 and 4 in advance,
you’ll be prepared for any questions that may arise regarding content that will be covered in the
next session. Read the “During this Session” section of this leader’s guide to prepare for this
week’s session. Read the Scriptures referenced in the two chapters.
2. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session
1. Begin the session by inviting a few volunteers to tell about a special Bible they have.
2. Share this story. In the May 2010 flood in Nashville, one teenage girl, given minutes to put what
she could in her backpack before fleeing the rising waters, went back to get her Bible. When
faced with what she didn’t want to lose, that was her most important treasure. Ask, How
important is your Bible to you?
3. Provide a brief overview of the Core Convictions. Explain that during each session you will be
exploring basic beliefs of the Christian faith. This week and next week will focus on basic beliefs
about the Bible. This week relates to revelation and inspiration (belief 1) and the Bible as
trustworthy (belief 2).
4. Read this statement from chapter 1: “A central teaching of Christianity is that God has chosen to
reveal Himself to man—that He can be personally known, that He establishes relationship with
us.” Ask: In what ways does God reveal Himself to people? (Allow responses.)
5. Ask: Why is the Bible the most dependable revelation of who God is? What does the Bible reveal
about God? List responses. Add any concepts from chapter 1 that participants do not state.
6. Ask a volunteer to read 2 Timothy 3:16. Lead a discussion about the importance of the biblical
writers being led by the Holy Spirit in their writing.
7. Turn to the concept in chapter 2 of the trustworthiness of the Bible. Write the words inerrant and
infallible on the board. Briefly explain these terms and how they are used to characterize the
Bible. Include in your mini-lecture answers to the two questions in the chapter: “If God desired to
reveal Himself to man, would He reveal Himself in a totally accurate (inerrant) and reliable
(infallible) way?” and “Could God protect and preserve a perfect revelation of Himself to
mankind?”
8. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 16:17. Share this brief story. When Walter Brueggemann, an Old
Testament scholar, theologian, and author, reads Scripture aloud in worship, he often says after
the reading, “These words are true. You can trust them.”
Core Convictions Chapters 3–4

I BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE (PRESERVATION)
I BELIEVE IN THE BIBLE (AUTHORITY AND POWER)
1. Ask them to recall a verse they may have memorized as a child or the first verse they memorized
at any age.
2. Look over the Bibles on the table. Pick up one or two, ask whose it is, and ask that person to tell
about the Bible.
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3. Transition to begin the discussion of chapter 3 by commenting that we all try to preserve our
Bible because they are treasures to us. Some people have Bibles that belonged to their parents or
other relatives, making them even more precious. Just as we hold onto our individual Bibles, so
God’s Word has been preserved through the ages.
4. Briefly review the first sessions by asking volunteers to quote 2 Peter 1:21 and Luke 16:17.
Remind everyone about the revelation, inspiration, and trustworthiness of the Bible.
5. Share the story of Sir William Ramsey from chapter 3. Then share some of the statistics given in
“Reliability of the Documents.” Invite questions or responses.
6. Explain the meaning of canonization, and call for the report from the one you enlisted to tell
about the canonization of the Bible.
7. Ask a volunteer to read Psalm 119:11. Comment that understanding of the preservation of the
Bible is important and interesting but most important is our reading and applying the truths of
God’s Word in our own lives.
8. Turn to the concept in chapter 4 of the Bible’s authority and power. Ask a volunteer to read 2
Timothy 3:16-17. Invite participants to share a verse that has made a significant impact on their
lives.
9. Close with a brief celebration of God’s “one of a kind” book, our Bible.
10. Review listening sheets.
Pray, thanking God that the Bible has been preserved through the ages and for its authority and power.
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 1
I Believe in the Bible (Revelation and Inspiration)
1. God has chosen to reveal Himself to us so that He can be known and establish a relationship
with us.
2. The Bible is the record of God’s quest to make Himself known.
3. God sought Adam in the garden so that He could restore Adam’s relationship with his Creator.
4. Through revelation God bridges the gap between Himself and us.
5. The Bible is our most complete source of our knowledge about God.
6. General revelation of God may be seen in nature.
7. Special revelation shows God’s love for us; this revelation comes from the Bible.
8. Revelation means the Bible’s content originated with God.
9. Inspiration means “God breathed” and explains how the content of Scripture was
communicated from God to us through human authors.
10. The Bible is God’s love letter to us.
11. The Bible is sufficient for life and practice.
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Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 2
I Believe in the Bible (Trustworthy)
1. The Bible is entirely trustworthy.
2. The Bible is the infallible; it is a guide that is not deceitful or capricious.
3. The Bible is inerrant, totally truthful.
4. Archaeological evidence confirms the historical accuracy of Scripture.
5. Jesus regarded Scripture as trustworthy.
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 3
I Believe in the Bible (Preservation)

1. Both the quantity and the quality of manuscripts of Scripture give us confidence in the faithful
________________________ of the Bible.
2. Among Hebrew texts of the Old Testament are the Dead Sea Scrolls.
3. No other book in ancient literature can compare with the New Testament in terms of
documentary support.
4. The establishment of the books, which are considered to be authentically
inspired and accepted as the Word of Go, is called canonization.
5. The Apocrypha, which means “hidden things,” contains books that shed valuable light on the
period of time between the Old and New Testaments.
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 4
I Believe in the Bible (Authority and Power)
1. The Bible has the power to transform a person’s life.
2. The Holy Spirit, who inspired the Bible’s writing, applies it to your hear and mind.
3. The Bible convicts, corrects, and trains in righteousness.
4. The Bible has a central theme and a consistent, continuous message.
5. No other book can compare with the Bible in terms of sales and influence.
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Core Convictions
Member’s Guide
Week 2- Chapters 5-8
Day 1
1. Read chapter 5, “I Believe in God.” Fill in the blanks on the listening sheet. What information in
this chapter is new to you?

2. Read Genesis 1:1 and Revelation 22:13. Begin to memorize Revelation 22:13.
3. What is significant about God’s presence throughout history?

4. Pray, thanking God for revealing Himself to us.
1. Continue to memorize Revelation 22:13. What does this verse say?

2. Read Exodus 3:14. What does Yahweh (Jehovah) mean? What does this mean to you personally?

3. Read and Deuteronomy 6:4. Why were these words significant to the people of Israel? Is God the
Lord of your life?

4. Confess in prayer that having other gods is sometimes easy to do, letting other things come
between you and the one true God. Pray that God will guide your thinking so that He alone is
Lord of your life.
Day 2
1. Continue to memorize Revelation 22:13. What does this verse mean?

2. Read Isaiah 43:11-13. What can God alone do? How is this true in your own life?

3. Thank God for His power to save you for all eternity.
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4. Continue to memorize Revelation 22:13. How does this verse apply to you?

5. Read Matthew 6:9; Romans 8:15; Hebrews 1:1-3. What do these New Testament verses reveal
about God?

6. How do these verses add to your understanding of who God is? What difference does this make
in your life?
7. Say the Lord’s Prayer, thinking about each phrase and your relationship with Father God.
Day 3
1. Quote Revelation 22:13.

2. Read or say John 3:16. What does this verse reveal about God? What does it mean to you
personally?

3. List your own set of words to describe God.

4. Praise God for His holiness and worship Him.
5. Read chapter 6, “I Believe in Jesus.” Fill in the listening sheet. What information is new to you in
this chapter?

6. Read and begin to memorize John 1:14. What does this verse say?

7. What did Jesus do that no other one could do? Read John 3:16.

8. Pray, thanking God for sending Jesus to reveal Himself to use and to save us from our sin for
eternal life and relationship with Him.
9. Continue to memorize John 1:14. What does this verse mean?
10. Sing your favorite Christmas carol. Why is it your favorite? What does it reveal about Jesus’
birth? Why is this significant?
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11. Read John 1:1, 14, 18. What do these verses reveal about who Jesus is? What role does Jesus play
in your life?

12. Pray, thanking God for your personal relationship with Jesus.
Day 4
1. Read chapter 7, “I Believe in the Holy Spirit.” Fill in the listening sheet. What information in this
chapter is new to you?

2. Read and begin to memorize 1 Corinthians 12:13. What does this verse say?

3. What was the role of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament? Read Exodus 31:3 and Zechariah 4:6.

4. Pray, thanking God for sending the Holy Spirit.
5. Continue to memorize 1 Corinthians 12:13. What does this verse mean?

6. What was the role of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament? Read Luke 1:15-17, 35, 41; 3:22;
John 1:33; 3:4-9.
7. What role does the Holy Spirit have in believers’ lives today? Read Romans 8:9, 16-17, 26-27;
Acts 1:8; 2:1-13; Galatians 5:22-23. What role does the Holy Spirit have in your life?

8. Pray, thanking God for the indwelling Holy Spirit.
Day 5
1. Read chapter 8, “I Believe in the Triune God.” Fill in the listening sheet. What information in this
chapter is new to you?

2. Read and begin to memorize 2 Corinthians 13:14. What does this verse say?

3. How do we identify the Trinity in the Old Testament? Read Deuteronomy 6:4; Genesis 1:2;
Psalm 33:6, 9; 104:30; and John 1:14? What does this mean to you?
4. Praise God the Father, Jesus the Son, and God the Holy Spirit—God as three in one.

14

5. Continue to memorize 2 Corinthians 13:14. What does this verse mean?

6. Read Mark 1:10-11, where all three persons of the Trinity are seen at one time. What do you
imagine it would have been like to be present at Jesus’ baptism? How are the three persons of the
Trinity evident in your life?

7. Read Philippians 2:5-11. How does the mystery of the Trinity call you to worship?
8. Recall the words used at your church during baptism. Perhaps you hear, “In the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit . . .” Recall your own baptism in the name of Triune God and
offer a prayer of praise and thanksgiving.

Session 2
Core Convictions Chapter 5

I BELIEVE IN GOD
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.
2. Read chapters 5-8 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s
session. Read the Scriptures referenced in this chapter.
3. Provide extra Bibles in this and every session. You may want to include a variety of translations.
4. Write on a large poster or sheet of paper, “In the beginning God . . .” Provide markers (make sure
markers won’t go through the paper onto the wall). Place the poster or paper on a focal wall.
5. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session
1. Ask people with different translations to read Psalm 8:1. What words do various translations have
to describe God?
2. Lead in prayer, thanking God for choosing to reveal Himself to us.
3. Ask a volunteer to read Revelation 22:13. Point out that God always has been, is now, and forever
will be.
4. Assign these verses to individuals to read and lead a discussion about what each verse reveals
about God: Exodus 3:14; Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:11-13; Hebrews 1:1-3; John 3:16; Psalm
68:5; Matthew 11:25-17. Invite members to recall and share additional verses about God.
5. Ask members to call out summary words or statements about God based on these verses. Circle
or check related words on the poster or add the new words and phrases.
6. Ask, With this brief look at who God is, what difference does it or should it make in our lives
every day?
7. Review the listening sheet.
8. Pray, confessing that as humans our understanding of God is limited. Ask for God to reveal
Himself to us and to help us live according to His Word.
Session 2
Core Convictions Chapter 6
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I BELIEVE IN JESUS
During This Session
1. Share information from the introduction to this chapter.
2. Assign player 1, “The Early Years” ; player 2, “Public Ministry;” and player 3, “His Death and
Resurrection.” Instruct each player to read their assigned text and the Scriptures cited and to
prepare a report to share with the large group.
3. Call for the reports. Affirm each one and add comments from the book as needed.
4. Ask a volunteer to read John 1:14. Call for participants to memorize the verse this week. If time
permits, call for volunteers to recite verses from the first five chapters.
5. Review the listening sheet.
6. Pray, thanking God for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Session 2
Core Convictions Chapters 7–8

I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT
I BELIEVE IN THE TRIUNE GOD
During This Session
1. When everyone has arrived, ask players to call out what they learned about the Holy Spirit from
this week.
2. Lead in prayer, thanking God for sending the Holy Spirit to all believers.
3. Assign each player one section of chapter 7: Player 1, “Old Testament”; Player 2, “A Vision of
the Future”; Player 3, “The New Testament.” Instruct players to read the section, read the
Scripture referenced, and prepare to report to the large group.
4. After giving groups time to work, call for reports.
5. Ask a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 12:13. Encourage participants to memorize this verse.
6. Transition to chapter 8 by saying, The Holy Spirit is one person, along with God and Jesus, of the
Trinity.
7. Using the same three small groups, assign player 1, “The Old Testament”; player 2, “The New
Testament”; player 3, “The Ongoing Work of the Church.”
8. Call for reports. Affirm the work of each group. Add comments as needed.
9. Ask a volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 13:14. Encourage everyone to memorize this verse.
10. Read “The Doxology” as a parting praise to God.
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 5
I Believe in God

1. History begins with God.
2. God is totally unique.
3. Our understanding of God affects our thinking.
4. We are created by God and accountable to Him.

16

5. In other religions people strive to get to God; the God who reveals Himself in
Scripture comes to us.
6. The fundamental confession of faith called the Shema is “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the
Lord is one!” (Deut. 6:4).
7. The Old Testament understanding of God is the basis for everything the New Testament teaches.
8. Because God became flesh in Christ, we have a new level of intimacy in our relationship with
God.
9. God is eternal and immense.
10. The most basic word to describe God is holy, connoting righteousness and purity.
11. God is love.

Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 6
I Believe in Jesus

1. God’s supreme revelation of Himself occurred when He sent Jesus to earth.
2. Jesus means “Yahweh is salvation.”
3. Christ means “anointed.”
4. Two Gospels record Jesus’ birth and infancy..
5. Jesus spent His boyhood in Nazareth.
6. Jesus is fully God; Jesus and God are one.
7. Jesus’ first public appearance was His baptism.
8. The descent of the dove at His baptism signified that He was anointed by God to be the ServantMessiah.
9. Jesus’ miracles were mighty works of God.
10. Jesus’ words had authority because He was speaking from God.
11. Jesus’ primary theme was the kingdom of God.
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12. Jesus died by crucifixion.
13. Jesus died to forgive our sins and to redeem lost people.
14. Jesus death was followed by His glorious resurrection.
15. Jesus will return in triumph.

Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 7
I Believe in the Holy Spirit

1. The Holy Spirit is the third persons of the Triune God.
2. The Holy Spirit was active in creation.
3. The Spirit is sometimes pictured as a mighty wind.
4. In the Old Testament the Spirit’s work is usually through an individual, sporadic, and temporary.
5. The New Testament opens with an outbreak of Spirit activity.
6. Jesus is the first man to be indwelt by the Spirit; he is the prototype of what it means to be Spirit
filled.
7. The baptism of the Spirit occurs at the moment of salvation.
8. The Spirit indwells believers.
9. The Spirit gives assurance that we are God’s children.
10. The Spirit helps us in our weaknesses and intercedes for us in prayer.
11. Jesus told the disciples that when He went away He would send the Holy Spirit.
12. The book of Acts begins with the promise of the Spirit and the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost.
13. ________ writes extensively about the Holy Spirit.
14. The Spirit produces the ______________________ of Christ in the lives of believers.

Core Convictions
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Listening Sheet 8
I Believe in the Triune God

1. The Old Testaments teaches the oneness and uniqueness of God.
2. The New Testament confirms the monotheistic faith of the Old Testament but expands it to
cover the coming of Jesus and the outpouring of the Hold Spirit.
3. At the baptism of Jesus, we first encounter the three persons of the triune God ministering at
one moment.
4. The Spirit is the agent of God active in the continuing ministry of the Son.
5. The resurrected Lord commissioned His church to complete His work by making disciples of the
nations.
6. We baptize in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
7. God the Father is the only God there will ever be; God the Son is the only God
we will ever see; God the Spirit is the only God living in me.
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Core Convictions
Member’s Guide

Week 3- Chapter 9-10
Day 1
1. Read chapter 9, “I Believe in Creation.” Fill in the listening sheet. What information in this
chapter is new to you?

2. Read and begin to memorize Hebrews 11:3. What does this verse mean?
3. Genesis 1 outlines God’s creative plan. Why do you think God created the world?

4. Pray, thanking God for His marvelous creation.
Day 2
1. Continue to memorize Hebrews 11:3. How does this verse apply to you?
2. What is God’s role with His creation today? Read Genesis 1:14; 2:5-6; Psalm 74:16-17.

3. God is Creator; we are His created ones. What does that suggest about our relationship with Him?
Read Genesis 2:16-17.

4. Thank God for creating you.
Day 3
1. Read chapter 10, “I Believe God Made Humans in His Image.” Fill in the listening sheet. What
information in this chapter is new to you?

2. Read and begin to memorize Genesis 1:27. What does this verse say?
3. What traits do you have that are like your mother? your father? How do you reflect God’s image?

4. Read Psalm 139:1-16 as if you were talking to and praising God.
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Day 4
1. Continue to memorize Genesis 1:27. What does this verse mean?
2. What is God’s standard for living in relationship to one another? Read Genesis 2:18-24.

3. How and why are we to live in relationship with God? Read Genesis 3:8 and add your own
thoughts.

4. Praise God for allowing you to have a relationship with Him. Thank God for your relationships
with other people. Intercede for significant people in your life.
Day 5
1. Recite Genesis 1:27. How does this verse apply to you?
2. People are rational and responsible creatures. How do these traits reflect God’s image? Read
Genesis 2:16-17; 3:8.

3. As children of the heavenly Father, we are His priestly representatives. Read Exodus 19:6; 2
Corinthians 5:20. What is God’s purpose for us? What is His purpose for you?

4. Ask God to continue to reveal His plan for your life.

Session 3
Core Convictions Chapters 9–10

I BELIEVE IN CREATION
I BELIEVE GOD MADE HUMANS IN HIS IMAGE
Before the Session
1. Read chapters 9–10 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s
session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.
2. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session

21

1. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1. Point out that the first four words assure us of God’s
presence before the world was formed. Note that the text reveals more about who and why
than how and when.
2. Pray, thanking God for His marvelous works of creation.
3. Enlist people to read aloud the bullet points under “Creation Reveals God.” Each person may
read Scripture referenced or call on others to read it. Briefly lead a discussion of each point at
needed. Introduce this segment by reading Romans 1:20 and pointing out the glory of God as
revealed in His work of creation.
4. Enlist people to read the implications, including the Scriptures referenced.
5. Conclude the discussion of chapter 9 by asking if participants have any new thoughts as a
result of this discussion.
6. Ask everyone to turn in their Bibles to Hebrews 11:3. Ask a volunteer to read the verse aloud.
Tell the group that this is their verse to memorize for this chapter.
7. Read Genesis 1:27. State, We are created in God’s image, but what does that mean? Invite
responses.
8. Enlist volunteers to find and be ready to read Genesis 2:7; Galatians 5:22-23; Genesis 2:17;
3:19, 22; 1 Corinthians 15:35-49. Give a brief lecture on “Living Being,” calling for Scripture
throughout. Invite questions and discussion.
9. Enlist volunteers to find and be ready to read Genesis 2:16-24; 3:8. Give a brief lecture on
“Man in God’s Image,” calling for Scripture throughout. Invite questions and discussion.
10. Bring the discussion to an end with an emphasis on our role as God’s stewards. Enlist
volunteers to read Exodus 19:6 and 2 Corinthians 5:20.
11. Ask everyone to turn in their Bibles to Genesis 1:27. Ask a volunteer to read the verse aloud.
Tell the group that this is their verse to memorize for this chapter.
12. Review listening sheets.
13. Point out that God created us and calls us to be His people. He cares about His people. Ask
for prayer requests and pray for participants and their requests. Thank God for hearing the
prayers of His people.
Conclude in prayer
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 9
I Believe in Creation

1. God created everything from nothing.
2. God called everything into being with intentionality and purpose.
3. When we observe the complex world, we are led to conclude that an
intelligent Designer was at work.
4. The Designer who created the world is personal and moral.
5. The questions answered in the Genesis creation account are more concerned with who and why
than with how and when.
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6. God alone is infinite Creator.
7. God’s entire creation is good.
8. God created humans, male and female, in His own image.
9. God continues to care for His creation.
10. God alone establishes reality.
11. Creation witnesses to God’s existence and sovereignty.
12. Creation gives humans an important role as caretakers of the created world.
13. Creation provides the structure for family, church, and society.
14. The second coming of the Lord for judgment and redemption is based on a biblical view of
creation.

Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 10
I Believe God Made Humans in His Image

1. We have the opportunity of relation to God and replicating at an earthly level the holy ways of
God.
2. All human life is sacred, and each of us is created with purpose.
3. Each person is an integrated whole of body, soul, and spirit.
4. God’s image is shared equally by man and woman.
5. Our greatest relational need is to live in intimacy with our Creator.
6. We are rational, created with the ability to understand and respond to God.
7. We are responsible to fill the earth and subdue it.
8. We are God’s representatives on earth.
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Core Convictions
Member’s Guide

Week 4- Chapters 11-13
Day 1
1. Read chapter 11, “I Believe in the Fall of Man.” Fill in the blanks on the listening sheet. What
information in this chapter is new to you?

2. Read and begin to memorize Romans 6:23. What does this verse mean?

3. Read the verses of the Roman Road to Salvation: Romans 3:23; 6:23; 5:8; 10:13; 10:9-10. What
do these verses say about sin and redemption?
4. Pray, asking God to make you aware of opportunities to tell others about God’s amazing grace,
moving them from sin to redemption.
Day 2
1. Continue to memorize Romans 6:23, and possibly all the verses of the Roman Road to Salvation.
What does this verse mean to you personally?

2. What is original sin? Why is this concept important? What does it mean to you? Read Genesis
1:28; 2:16-17; 3:14-15; 1 John 3:8; Revelation 1:9.

3. What are the results of sin? What happens to you when you sin? Read Genesis 3:7-8, 16-18; 1:28.

4. Confess your sin and ask God to forgive you.
Day 3
1. Read chapter 12, “I Believe in Redemption.” Fill in the blanks on this listening sheet. What new
information did you find in this chapter?

2. What was the Old Testament plan for redemption for sin? Read Leviticus 16:16-28. What was the
limitation of this plan?
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3. Read and begin to memorize Mark 10:45. What does this verse say?
4. Pray, thanking God for having a plan for redeeming His people, for redeeming you.
Day 4
1. Continue to memorize Mark 10:45. What does this verse mean?
2. Consider the meaning of the word redemption. Write a personal definition or explanation of
God’s plan to redeem you from your sin.
3. Read John 1:29, John the Baptist’s introduction and announcement of Jesus. If you had the
opportunity to introduce Jesus, what words would you use?
4. Ask God to give you opportunities to introduce Jesus to people who need redemption from their
sin.
Day 5
1. Read chapter 13, “I Believe in God’s Call.” Fill in the listening sheet.

2. Read and begin to memorize 2 Timothy 1:9. What does this verse say?

3. All people are called to redemption. How did you hear God calling you to follow Him? Read
Mark 1:17, 20. How does Jesus’ call to the disciples mirror a call to follow Him today?

4. Thank God for calling you.
Session 4
Core Convictions Chapters 11–12

I BELIEVE IN THE FALL OF MAN
I BELIEVE IN REDEMPTION
Before the Session
1. If needed, continue for to wear a name tag and to provide name tags for participants.
2. Read chapters 11–13 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s
session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.
3. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session
1. When everyone has arrived, ask if they know any hymns that dealt with sin but not with
redemption. Tell that that even those these topics are covered in two chapters of Core
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2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.
11.

Convictions, we are not stuck in our sin. There is no delay in God’s redemption for those who
turn to Him, confessing their sin and seeking to follow Jesus as Savior and Lord.
Pray, thanking God for a Savior to redeem us from our sin.
Briefly lecture on original sin. Enlist volunteers to read Genesis 1:28; 2:16-17; 3:14-15; 1 John
3:8; Revelation 12:9 when prompted. Invite follow-up questions and discussion.
Ask, What are the results of our sin? Add to the discussion and points from the book. Call for a
volunteer to read Genesis 3:7-8, 17-19.
Explore Paul’s discussion of the sin question in his letter to the Romans. Enlist volunteers to read
Romans 3:10, 19; 5:12. Invite a volunteer to read Romans 6:23. Ask how many already have
committed this verse to memory. Point out that it is part of the Roman Road Plan of Salvation and
an important verse in sharing the plan of salvation.
Review the way people dealt with sin in the Old Testament. Call for a volunteer to read Leviticus
16:16-28. Point out that God had a plan to redeem the people He had created. Ask someone to
read Exodus 6:6.
Transition to the New Testament by noting how John the Baptist introduced Jesus. Ask someone
to read John 1:29. Follow with a discussion around significant Scriptures.
Briefly lecture on Jesus’ teaching in John 13–14. Continue the New Testament discussion by
calling for a Scripture to be read, then lead a brief discussion about it: Acts 20:28; Hebrews 9:1112; Galatians 3:13; Ephesians 5:2; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Romans 8:3; Revelation 5:9-10.
Explain that in the Old Testament, when people sinned, they offered a sacrifice. When they
sinned again, they offered another sacrifice. But when Jesus died for our sins, no other sacrifice is
ever needed. We need to belief and come to Jesus. Then when we sin we must confess our sins
and receive forgiveness, but the price for our sins has been paid for all eternity. Call for
volunteers to read John 6:51; 3:16; Revelation 22:17; 2 Peter 3:9; John 10:4-5, 15.
Ask everyone to turn in their Bibles to Mark 10:45. Enlist a volunteer to read the verse while
others follow along. Encourage participants to memorize this verse during the coming week.
Conclude by stating, Yes, we are all sinners, but we can all be sinners saved by grace. The grace
of God in sending His one and only Son to die for our sins, to redeem us for all eternity, is
sufficient.
Session 4
Core Convictions Chapter 13

I BELIEVE IN GOD’S CALL
During This Session
1. Say: God has redeemed us. We have a love relationship with Him, and He calls all of us.
2. Assign one section of the chapter to each player. Instruct them to read related Scripture and
prepare to report on their section. Give each person paper and pens or pencils. Make these
assignments: player 1, “The Call to Redemption”; player 2, “The Call to Service”; player 3, “The
Christian Life in Its Entirety Is a Calling”; and group 4, “The Basis of the Call.”
3. Allow time for groups to work. Then call for reports. Affirm each player’s work. After each
report allow time for brief discussion and questions.
4. Invite participants to look at the words to the hymn “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult.” What kind
of calling is described here. Invite the group to recall other hymns or choruses about call, even if
they do not use that word. Find a hymn about call to service.
5. Ask everyone to turn to 2 Timothy 1:9. Ask one person to read the verse while all follow along.
Point out that this is the verse to memorize for this chapter.
6. Review the listening sheet.
7. Pray, thanking God for calling us. Pray that we will respond quickly and with joy.
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Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 11
I Believe the Fall of Man

1. The fall refers to the first sin of Adam and Eve.
2. The fall resulted in judgment on nature and humankind.
3. Sin and death gained entrance into the world through Adam.
4. Adam and Eve were not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
5. The tempter in the story is a serpent, an instrument of Satan.
6. God promised that the seed of the woman will crush the head of the serpent, a prophecy of
Christ’s later victory over Satan.
7. Sinfulness marks everyone from birth.

Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 12
I Believe in Redemption

1. Rebelling and sin resulted in separation from God.
2. Separation can be referred to as spiritual death.
3. When Adam sinned, he forfeited intimate communion with God.
4. God initiated the redemptive process to bridge the chasm Adam’s sin had caused.
5. The Day of Atonement was the most sacred holy day in Israel.
6. On the Day of Atonement the priest offered a goat as an offering.
7. The primary act of redemption in the Old Testament was the deliverance of Israel from slavery in
Egypt.
8. Redemption is the act of buying back that which formerly belonged to the purchaser.
9. Jesus is called the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
10. Christ offered Himself for the redemption sacrifice.
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11. The death of Christ was sufficient for all people.
12. Christ’s atonement is sufficient for all but is effective only for those who have heard the gospel
and believed.

Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 13
I Believe in God’s Call

1. A call can be a summons, an invitation, or a commissioning.
2. Our call to redemption implies both ownership and the invitation to
kingdom activity.
3. The call to redemption can be seen in the invitation to the early disciples.
4. Ownership speaks of a covenant relationship.
5. We are called to salvation, given a name, and made heirs.
6. Ownership also involves a call to service.
7. When God determines to accomplish earthly activity, He issues a call which
must be answered by a willing servant.
8. The call to the original disciples was not only the call to follow Christ; it
was also the invitation to become fishers of men.
9. The call to redemption and the call to mission cannot be separated.
10. The Christian life in its entirety is a calling.
11. God has chosen to empower us and work through us.
12. The call to redemption and service is grounded in the grace of God.
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Core Convictions
Member’s Guide
Week 5- Chapters 14-15
Day 1
1. Read chapter 14, “I Believe in the Virgin Birth.” Fill in the blanks on the listening sheet. What
new information did you gain from reading this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize Matthew 1:23. What does this verse mean?

3. Have you ever thought what it must have been like to be Mary—young, unmarried, pregnant,
knowing she was God’s chosen one yet still subject to local gossip? We become so familiar with
the story that we lose the human drama unfolding in the story of Jesus’ birth. Would you have
said yes to God’s messenger as Mary did?

4. Thank God for calling Mary.
Day 2
1. Continue to memorize Matthew 1:23. How does this verse apply to you?
2. Read Isaiah 7:14. What is the doctrinal significance of Jesus’ being born of a virgin? Is it
important to you? Why or why not?

3. Are you willing to say yes to God when He calls you, however hard the task? If the answer is yes,
tell Him now.
Day 3
1. Read chapter 15, “I Believe in the Incarnation.” Fill in the blanks on the listening sheet. What did
you learn from reading this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize John 1:14.What does this verse say?
3. How is it significant to you that Jesus was fully human? Read verses from the section “Fully
Human.”
4. Jesus’ showed His humanity in dreading the cross. Read Luke 22:43-44. Thank Him for being
obedient to His Father and enduring the cross so that we might live.
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Day 4
1. Continue to memorize John 1:14. What does this verse mean?

2. Jesus was fully human yet without sin. Read 2 Corinthians 5:1 and Hebrews 4:15. How do you
identify with Jesus, fully human but without sin? What example does He set for you?

3. Jesus was also fully divine. Read Matthew 8:25-27; 9:2-8; John 5:17. What kinds of things did
Jesus do that showed His divinity? What has He done in your life that shows His power?
4. Ask God to help you follow Christ’s example.
Day 5
1. Recite John 1:14. What difference does this verse mean to you in your own life?

2. What does Paul say about the incarnation of Christ in Philippians 2:5-11. How did Jesus
ultimately demonstrate that He is fully God?

3. What is the significance for our faith that Jesus was both fully God and fully man? What is its
significance for you in your own life?

4. Thank God for sending Jesus to earth so that we might see Him in human form.

Session 5
Core Convictions Chapters 14–15

I BELIEVE IN THE VIRGIN BIRTH
I BELIEVE IN THE INCARNATION
Before the Session
1. Read chapters 14–15 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s
session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.
2. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session
1. Focus on Jesus’ birth. Ask, what do different translations call Mary. Write these on the board.
Point out that some translations call Mary a “young woman” or something similar. Whatever
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2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

words are used, the Bible teaches that Mary was a virgin. Call for a volunteer to read Matthew
1:23. Tell the group that this is the memory verse for chapter 14.
Pray and thank God that when the angel visited Mary, she said yes!
Direct participants to form two groups. Assign one section of the chapter to each group. Instruct
them to read related Scripture and prepare to report on their section. Give each group paper and
pens or pencils. Make these assignments: group 1, “The Declaration”; group 2, “The Doctrinal
Significance.”
Allow time for groups to work. Then call for reports. Affirm each group’s work. After each report
allow time for brief discussion and questions.
Transition to chapter 15 by saying, Mary was God’s willing instrument to bring Jesus Christ to
earth in human form. That’s what we call “the incarnation.”
With participants in the same two small groups, assign group 1, “Fully Human” and “Yet Without
Sin”; assign group 2, “Fully Divine” and “The Significance.”
Allow time for groups to work. Then call for reports. Affirm each group’s work. After each report
allow time for brief discussion and questions.
Call for a volunteer to read John 1:14, the memory verse for chapter 15.
Review listening sheets.
Pray, thanking God for sending His Son to earth to die so that we might live.
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 14
I Believe in the Virgin Birth

1. The virgin birth is the belief that Jesus was conceived by Mary by the miraculous, creative activity
of God.
2. Matthew and Luke provide two witnesses to Jesus’ birth by miraculous conception.
3. God sent an angel to Joseph to tell him that Mary’s Son would be the Redeemer of the world.
4. The angel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her she would give birth to a Son.
5. The virgin birth points to both Jesus’ humanity and His deity.
6. The creative power involved in the birth of Jesus gives us confidence that the same Spirit is at
work in our new birth.
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 15
I Believe in the Incarnation

1. The incarnation speaks of God’s becoming human.
2. Jesus was both divine and human.
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3. The Gospel writers saw Jesus as fully human.
4.

Jesus experienced the same physical needs as other people.

5. Jesus had the capacity to sin, but He did not sin.
6. Jesus’ miracles and His power to forgive sin showed that He was divine.
7. Jesus frequently pointed to His oneness with God.
8. Jesus along was able to accomplish the mission of salvation because He alone was fully human
and fully divine.
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Core Convictions
Member’s Guide
Week 6- Chapters 16-17
Day 1
1. Read chapter 16, “I Believe in the Cross.” Fill in the blanks on the listening sheet. What new
information did you learn from reading this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize 1 Peter 3:18. What does this verse mean?

3. Jesus knew that the cross was coming. Read Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:34. How did He feel about
facing the cross? What does His dying on the cross mean to you?

4. Tell God how you feel about Jesus dying on the cross.
Day 2
1. Continue to memorize 1 Peter 3:18. How does this verse apply to you?

2. How did such an awful death become a thing of glory? Read John 3:14; 8:28; 12:32-34; 17:1.

3. If Jesus could obey His Father in this situation, what does His example call us to do?

4. Praise Jesus for dying for you.
Day 3
1. Read chapter 17, “I Believe in the Bodily Resurrection of Christ.” Fill in the blanks on the
listening sheet. What did you learn from reading this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize 1 Corinthians 15:50, 58. What do these verses say?

3. Read what Paul said about the importance of the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:17. Read that
verse with your name in it.
4. Thank God for raising Jesus from the dead, for giving reason for your faith, and taking away your
sins.
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Day 4
1. Continue to memorize 1 Corinthians 15:50, 58. What do these verses mean?

2. Jesus appeared to the disciples and others after His resurrection. How did Thomas respond when
He saw Jesus? Read John 20:27-29. Because of the resurrection, you too can say, “My Lord and
my God.”

3. How would you explain the significance of the resurrection to someone who has not yet made the
decision to follow Christ?
4. Ask God to reveal to you the power of the resurrection and to give you Thomas’s conviction to
share the good news with others.
Day 5
1. Recite 1 Corinthians 15:50, 58 and 1 Peter 3:18.
2. Read the four facts of the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ resurrection. Which is most meaningful to
you? Why?

3. Read the six points about the significance of the resurrection. Select one and read the related
Scripture.

4. Ask God to help you respond according to 1 Corinthians 15:58.
Session 6
Core Convictions Chapters 16–17

I BELIEVE IN THE CROSS
I BELIEVE IN THE BODILY RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
Before the Session
1. Read chapters 16–17 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s
session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.
2. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session
1. Tell them to begin helping one another memorize 1 Peter 3:18. Also review other verses you have
been memorizing throughout this study.
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2. When everyone has arrived, ask groups to tell who has memorized the most verses. Affirm all the
work of Scripture memorization.
3. Pray and thank God for participants who have worked hard and been faithful throughout this
study.
4. Direct participants to close their eyes and imagine Jesus, if He were alive today, dying in an
electric chair or by lethal injection, or even at the hands of a firing squad or by hanging. The cross
seems such a distant, though cruel, form of death, that we don’t always recall that crucifixion was
painful capital punishment reserved for the worst of criminals. Yet the cross is central to our
salvation.
5. Give participants a few minutes to read chapter 16. Then lead a discussion of the significance of
the cross and its theological meaning. Call on volunteers to read verses at appropriate times: Mark
15:52; Matthew 27:51-54; John 19:19-20. Point out that the early church quickly saw the
significance of the cross and understood it theologically. Ask a volunteer to read Paul’s words in
1 Corinthians 15:3-5. Call for everyone to read together 1 Peter 3:18.
6. Transition to the resurrection by saying, Yes, Jesus died on the cross, but death could not hold
Him captive. He rose, as He promised, on the third day. The resurrection is central to Christianity.
Its significance cannot be overstated.
7. Briefly lecture on the section “New Testament Witness.” Call on volunteers as desired to read
selected Scriptures from the text.
8. Enlist volunteers to read the six bullet points and related Scriptures about the significance of the
resurrection.
9. Invite everyone to turn in their Bibles to 1 Corinthians 15:20, 58. Invite one person to read the
verses while others follow along. Point out that these are the memory verses for chapter 17.
10. Review listening sheets.
11. Pray, thanking God for raising Jesus for the dead, filling our hearts with hope for the future.
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 16
I Believe in the Cross

1. The cross is the best-known Christian symbol.
2. Crucifixion was a painful, degrading form of capital punishment.
3. Jesus said that His death was a divine necessity.
4.

All of the Gospel writers told about the crucifixion.

5. Jesus’ death on the cross fulfilled Scripture.
6. Jesus’ death was on behalf of humankind; He was our subsitute.
7. Jesus’ death resulted in His resurrection, vindication, and exaltation by the Father.
8. The cross frees us from our sin.
9. The symbol of death is our emblem of true life.
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Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 17
I Believe in the Bodily Resurrection of Christ

1. Nothing is more central to Christianity than the bodily resurrection of Jesus.
2. One evidence of the resurrection is the empty tomb.
3. Additional evidences are His appearances after the crucifixion the vitality of the early church.
4.

Jesus’ resurrection was a transformation of His original body.

5. Jesus now sits at the right hand of the Father where He makes
intercession for believers.
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Core Convictions
Member’s Guide
Week 7- Chapters 18-19
Day 1
1. Read chapter 18, “I Believe in the Ascension of Christ.” Fill in the blanks on the listening sheet.
What new information did you find in this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize Philippians 2:9. What does this verse mean?
3. Our text states, “The ascension assures believers that eternal life is their present and future
inheritance.” Read 1 Corinthians 15:20. How does this statement give you hope?

4. Tell God that all your hope is in His glory.
Day 2
1. Continue to memorize Philippians 2:9. How does this verse apply to you?

2. What is the role of the ascended Christ in preparing a place for His followers? How does this
relate to you? Read John 14:2-3.

3. What is the role of the ascended Christ in making intercession for His followers? How does this
relate to you? Read Hebrews 7:25.

4. Praise Jesus for His ongoing ministry on your behalf.
Day 3
1. Read chapter 19, “I Believe in the Church.” Fill in the blanks on the listening sheet. What new
information did you find as you read this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize Ephesians 2:19. What does this verse say?

3. Write down ten words that describe your church. How do they fit the definition of church in the
introduction to this chapter?
4. Thank God establishing the church, especially your church.
37

Day 4
1. Continue to memorize Ephesians 2:19. What does this verse mean?

2. What was required to be a member of the early church? What is required to be a member of your
church? Read 1 Corinthians 12:13.
3. What does is mean for the church to be a “fellowship of the Spirit.” Does this describe your
church? Why or why not?

4. Pray for your church leaders to be all that God wants them to be.
Day 5
1. What is the purpose of the church? Read Matthew 28:19-20.
2. Another function of the church is found in Hebrews 12:28. What is the church’s most important
function to you?

3. Recite Philippians 2:9 and Ephesians 2:19.

4. Ask God to show you how He wants you to continue to serve and minister through your church.

Session 7
Core Convictions Chapters 18–19

I BELIEVE IN THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST
I BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH
Before the Session
1. Read chapters 18–19 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s
session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.
2. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session
1. Tell them to share their experiences of coming to this church. How long have they been
members? Why did they first visit? Who influenced you to come? Why did they join? What do
they love most about the church?
2. When everyone has arrived, ask one person from each person to tell about their relationship with
this church.
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3. Pray, thanking God for all the people in their church and the fellowship they share.
4. Tell participants that chapter 19 is about the church, and you’ll come back to that. But first you
want them to think about Jesus’ ascension into heaven.
5. Ask a volunteer to read Luke 24:51-53. Ask another to read what Luke later wrote in Acts 1:9.
6. Briefly lecture on “The Significance of the Ascension,” asking volunteers to read relevant
Scriptures as you desire.
7. Enlist eight volunteers to read each bullet point and related Scriptures in “The Continuing
Ministry of the Ascended Christ. If you have sixteen participants, you may choose to assign each
point to two people, one to read the text and the other to read the related Scripture. After everyone
has finished, discuss as time allows.
8. Ask the group to read together the memory verse for chapter 18, Philippians 2:9.
9. Read the definition of church in the introductory paragraph. Ask members if that fits their
thinking about what a church is. Follow with a mini-lecture about “A Called-Out Community.”
10. Invite members to scan “Images That Describe the Church.” After they have called out the
images they find in this section, in Scripture, ask them to share any personal images of the
church.
11. Conclude by challenging members to participate in the ministry of the church.
12. Ask members to read together Ephesians 2:19, the memory verse for chapter 19.
13. Review listening sheets.
Conclude in prayer
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 18
I Believe in the Ascension of Christ
1. The ascension of Christ refers to His going to heaven in bodily form.
2. Two angels told the people that Jesus had been taken into heaven and would return in the same
manner.
3. Seeing Jesus’ ascension allowed the disciples to replace doubt with courage.
4.

The ascension assures believers that eternal life is their inheritance.

5. The exalted Christ is in charge of all that exists and all that happens.
6. The ascension enabled Jesus to prepare a heavenly place for His followers.
7. After the ascension Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to become His followers’ ever-present Helper.
8. Jesus empowers His church to express His fullness by giving spiritual gifts to His followers.

Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 19
I Believe in the Church
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1. The church is a covenant community of born-again believers.
2. Church members meet together in fellowship to worship Christ.
3. A church works together to advance Christ’s kingdom to the ends of the earth.
4.

The Greek word for church means assembly.

5. Usually the word church in the New Testament refers to a local congregation, but it can also refer
to all believers, the entire people of God.
6. Paul described the church as the body of Christ.
7. The church is marked by worship that demonstrates the lordship of Christ.
8. The Spirit manifests His power in the church by gifting all members for ministry.

9. Through His church we find our purpose and participate in His kingdom plan for the ages.
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Core Convictions
Member’s Guide

Week 8- Chapters 20-21
Day 1
1. Read chapter 20, “I Believe in the Second Coming.” Fill in the listening sheet. What is new to
you in this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize 1 Thessalonians 4:16.

3. What do you think the second coming will be like?

Which Scripture is most significant to you in your vision of the second coming?

4. Thank God for the promise of His coming again.
Day 2
1. Continue to memorize 1 Thessalonians 4:16.

2. What assurance do we have that Christ is coming again?

What Scripture most gives you confidence in Jesus’ return?

3. What did Peter say about Jesus’ return?

Read 2 Peter 3:3-9.

4. Pray for unbelievers that they will be ready when Christ returns. Ask God for opportunities to tell
others about Him.
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Day 3
1. Read chapter 21, “I Believe in the Judgment.” Fill in the listening sheet. What is new to you in
this chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize Hebrews 9:27. Who faces judgment?

3. Read Romans 14:12. What will be required of each person?

4. Ask God to help you live your life for Him so that you are ready for the judgment.
Day 4
1. Continue to memorize Hebrews 9:27.

2. Read Matthew 16:27 and Matthew 25. How will works be judged?

3. How do works and salvation relate? Read Romans 2:6-7 and Revelation 20:12-21.

4. Thank God once again for His plan of salvation.
Day 5
1. What will happen at the time of judgment? Read Matthew 25:46 and Luke 16:26.

2. Read Matthew 10:32-33. How do these verses relate to the judgment?

3. Recite 1 Thessalonians 4:16 and Hebrews 9:27.

4. Praise God as a God of grace, glory, and final judgment.

Session 8
Core Convictions Chapters 20–21

I BELIEVE IN THE SECOND COMING
I BELIEVE IN THE JUDGMENT
Before the Session
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1. Read chapters 20–21 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s
session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.
2. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session
1. Provide hymnals and pencils and paper. Instruct each group to select at least one hymn about
Jesus’ second coming, His return to earth. Tell them to keep a list of what the hymn says about
the second coming. During the session we will see if Scripture confirms or refutes what the hymn
says.
2. When everyone has arrived, ask is anyone found anything in a familiar hymn that they may not
have noticed before. Call for what the hymns say about the second coming. List these on the
board.
3. Pray, thanking God for the hope and assurance that Jesus is coming again.
4. Distribute listening sheets.
5. Introduce the topic with information from the first paragraph of chapter 20. Divide among
everyone the four sections and make these assignments: player 1, “His Return Was Clearly
Foretold”; player 2, “He Will Return Bodily”; player 3, “The Significance of His Return”; player
4, “The Believer’s Response.” Instruct them to read the text and the Scripture and prepare to
report on their section of the chapter. Tell them also to look in Scripture for the ideas written on
the board. If their text supports any of the statements listed, someone from their group should be
prepared when they report to go to the board and place a check mark by that item. Call for
reports.
6. Transition to chapter 21 with information from the first paragraph.
7. Assign each of the sections of this chapter: player 1, “All Persons Will Be Judged”; player 2,
“Works Will Provide the Evidence”; player 3, “Judgment Will Cause a Final Separation”; player
4, “Salvation and Condemnation.” Emphasize the importance of what Scripture says. When
groups are ready, call for reports.
8. Ask everyone to find in their Bibles the memory verse for chapter 20, 1 Thessalonians 4:16.
Enlist one person to read it. Then ask the group to turn to Hebrews 9:27, the memory verse for
chapter 21, and ask someone to read it aloud.
9. Review listening sheets.
Conclude in prayer
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 20
I Believe in the Second Coming
1. Jesus’ return to earth will be visible, physical, personal, and triumphant.
2. His return will signal the end of history as we know it.
3. His return will usher in a new heaven and a new earth.
4.

Jesus warned His disciples that He would return.
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5. No one knows when Jesus will return.
6. When Jesus returns, He will end history, raise the dead, and judge the world.
7. Those who belong to Christ at His return will see Him and be transformed into His image.
8. Knowing that He is coming again should motivate in us a wise, discerning stewardship of all the
resources God has given us.

Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 21
I Believe in the Judgment
1. When Christ returns, all persons from all times will be raised from the dead
and will stand before the judgment seat.
2. Each person will be required to give a personal account to God.
3. Our earthly response to God’s revelation will determine where we spend eternity.
4.

Judgment will be universal.

5. Works will provide the evidence.
6. A person’s works give evidence to the passion of his or her heart.
7. Judgment will take place before the great white throne.
8. Judgment will cause a final separation.
9. This final separation will reveal choices made in one’s lifetime.
10. Salvation and condemnation are based on one’s relationship or lack of a relationship with God.
11. Judgment is sure, serious, just, and inescapable.
12. The delay of His return is evident of His long-suffering grace.
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Core Convictions
Member’s Guide

Week 9- Chapters 22-23
Day 1
1. Read chapter 22, “I Believe in Hell.” Fill in the listening sheet. What is new to you in this
chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize Revelation 20:15.

3. What do you think hell is like?

Which Scripture is most significant to you in your image of hell?

4. Pray that God will guide you to lead others to Him so that they will not be bound for hell.
Day 2
1. Continue to memorize Revelation 20:15.

2. What is hell?

What Scripture helps inform your answer?

3. How do you know that hell is real?

Which Scripture most assures you that hell is reall?

4. Pray for unbelievers that they will come to know Him and avoid eternal separation from God.
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Day 3
1. Read chapter 23, “I Believe in Heaven.” Fill in the listening sheet. What is new to you in this
chapter?

2. Read and begin to memorize John 14:2-3. What promise is contained in these verses?

3. What is heaven? What Scripture supports your answer?

4. Thank Jesus for preparing a heavenly home for all believers.
Day 4
1. Continue to memorize John 14:2-3.

2. Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-8. What hope is contained in these verses?

3. What will be missing in heaven? Read Revelation 7:17; 21:4; 22:3, 5.

4. Thank God for the joy that will be shared by all believers in heaven.
Day 5
1. What is the source of heavenly joy? Read Revelation 22:4.

2. What is the role of Christ in heaven? What will He do? Read Revelation 7:17.

3. What will believers do in heaven? Read Revelation 7:15.

Praise God for His infinite love and mercy.

Session 9
Core Convictions Chapters 22–23

I BELIEVE IN HELL
I BELIEVE IN HEAVEN
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Before the Session
1. Read chapters 22–23 of Core Convictions. Read “During this Session” to prepare for this week’s
session. Read the Scriptures referenced in these chapters.
2. Ask the critical reflection questions:
a. What was something that stood out to you this week?
b. What was something that you didn’t understand this week?
c. What was something that you read that you agreed with? Disagreed with?
During This Session
1. Ask if hymns excite them about going to heaven. Call for what the hymns say about heaven. List
these on the board.
2. Pray, thanking God for the hope of eternal life with God.
3. Distribute listening sheets.
4. Introduce the topic with information from the first paragraphs of chapters 22 and 23. Divide
participants into two groups. Assign chapter 22 to one group and chapter 23 to the other. Tell
them to prepare summary reports about their chapters. Tell them to make sure they include all the
answers for the listening sheets. Instruct them to read Scripture as they prepare their reports. After
groups have time to prepare, call for reports. When group 2 reports on heaven, check off
information about heaven that has been listed on the board.
5. Ask everyone to find in their Bibles the memory verse for chapter 22, Revelation 20:15. Enlist
one person to read it. Then ask the group to turn to John 14:2-3, the memory verse for chapter 21,
and ask someone to read these verses aloud.
6. Review listening sheets.
7. Pray, thanking for all the participants who have studied Core Convictions together. Ask God’s
blessings on each of them. Thank Him for the assurance of spending eternity with believers like
these.
Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 22
I Believe in Hell

1. Hell is the final destination of those who reject God’s offer of redemption in Christ.
2. In the New Testament hades refers to a place of torment as opposed to heaven.
3. The New Testament teaches that sin has consequences in this life that must be punished after
death.
4.

Hell is unending.

5. Hell is a place of punishment.
6. Hell is the absence of God and all that is holy.
7. God does not will that any should perish.
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8. Hell was prepared for the devil and his angels.
9. Hell will also be the final destination of those who reject the ______ of God.

Core Convictions
Listening Sheet 23
I Believe in Heaven

1. Heaven is the ultimate destination of God’s people.
2. Heaven is the dwelling place of God and His angels.
3. The heavenly reign of Christ enables the church to express God’s fullness in the world today.
4.

Heaven is where believers go at death to await the final resurrection.

5. At death we pass beyond the limitations of space and time to dwell in the presence of God.
6. The ultimate home of the believer is the new heaven and the new earth.
7. Believers will enjoy the continued minister of Christ as the Good Shepherd.
8. We will enjoy an unending celebration in heaven.
9. If you know Christ as Savior in this life, you will experience in heaven the unending joy of rest,
service, worship, and fellowship not only with Christ but with the redeemed of all time.

48

